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West Vincent Township
Human Relations Commission
June 26, 2023, 7:04 PM - APPROVED

Attendance: Brad Dyer, Vice Chair; and Robin Austin; Secretary.
Absent: Julie Foster, Chair.
Also attending: Christopher Carroll and Jim Hanna; township residents.

Approval of Minutes: A MOTION and a second were brought forward to approve the minutes of
February 27, 2023. Motion carries unanimously.

Proposed Ordinance Revisions: Dr. Dyer provided a brief overview of rational for anticipated
amendments to the Township’s anti-discrimination Ordinance (no. 191-2020). He indicated that the
HRC had been in discussion with the Township’s Board of Supervisors (BOS) and Counsel regarding
these changes and that the HRC anticipates these discussions to resume. Mr. Hanna was interested in
the proposed changes as he had been unable to find documentation of same on the Township’s
website.

Mr. Carroll called attention to the confusion of “marital status” as a protected class since it is
mentioned in paragraph #3 of the Ordinance, but not codified throughout. He also added that it
would be important to consider giving a GED equal status to a high school diploma. A discussion
ensued as to whether or not education status might be protected in state law.

Discussion of Community Outreach: Dr. Dyer reported that the BOS has received two applications
for HRC membership. The Ordinance provides for five members. The BOS will forward these
applications to the HRC prior to voting on them at its July meeting. Mr. Austin shared that he had
met several members of “Mom Giving Hugs,” a national organization of mothers with LGBTQ
children, at two recent community events and is anticipating that one of its members may also apply
for HRC membership.

On-line complaint form: A MOTION and a second were brought forward to approve placing the
Ordinance complaint form (in PDF format) on the Township’s website, thus ensuring easier access.
Motion carries unanimously. Mr. Austin agreed to contact the Township to move this process
forward.

There being no further discussion, the MOTION and a second were brought forward to adjourn.
Motion carries unanimously.

Meeting adjourned at 7:53 PM.
Respectfully Submitted,

Robin Austin, Secretary
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